
Economic independence is essential to reconciliation. 

In a correctional environment, it’s a key to rehabilitation.  

The Girrawaa Creative Work Centre for Indigenous offenders 

has been established to promote work and its importance to 

the individual and the community. It recognises the barriers 

to employment and business opportunities for Aboriginal 

Australians. The Centre provides a unique balance of cultural, educational, vocational, 

workplace and business management skills. It gives new hope that Indigenous offenders 

will develop their own cultural and personal identity. Our greatest hope is offenders will 

acquire skills that will contribute to their economic independence and their successful return 

to the community.

The Girrawaa Creative Work Centre is an exciting and innovative correctional development 

and an Australian first. Girrawaa means “goanna” in the Wiradjuri language. The Wiradjuri 

are the people of the Bathurst area and Girrawaa is their totem. This support of the Wiradjuri 

Land Council has been fundamental to the successful development of the Centre. This unique 

correctional approach has been developed through all stages with great enthusiasm and co-

operation as a very practical demonstration of reconciliation in action. But its success cannot 

be judged by innovations within its walls or our boast of a correctional first. Success can 

only be measured by the contribution to the community, on the return of its participants.

The Girrawaa Creative Work Centre produces a standard range of Aboriginal artefact and 

craft items. The Centre can also produce craftwork to meet customers’ specific requirements.  

These can be developed for use in company promotions, awards and special events.

Girrawaa is a NSW Corrective Services Industries (CSI) business unit. Proceeds from the 

sale of products are used to remunerate the indigenous craftsmen and fund the offender 

development programs for them.

For further information contact a CSI Customer Service representative:

Telephone: 02 8346 1620  Fax: 02 8346 1616  Email: csi@dcs.nsw.gov.au

Corrective Services Industries CSI, GPO Box 31 Sydney NSW 2001



                

               he songs and ceremonies 

                  of the Girrawaa ensured 

                the preservation of culture 

and identity in harmony with the land 

and each other. The old  

   people shared 

their land and 

culture and 

traded goods with their neighbours.  

The Girrawaa Creative Work Centre 

offers new teachings which enhance 

the well being of the 

individual to take our 

peoples’ opportunities 

in the commercial world.

All Girrawaa Creative Work Centre 

craft works are designed and produced 

by Aboriginal offenders.


